My War Memories, 1914-1918
blown up, the railway stations burnt, the water supplies destroyed and the telegraph wires broken down. The railways had been torn up in places, and the sleepers and rails removed. The military railway authorities, with their labour and engineer companies, and the telegraphists for the extremely important work of re-establishing the telegraph, had a colossal task before them. The Director of Railways in the East knew his job.
The completion of the railway bridge near Kovno was of the greatest importance. It was possible to use it by the end of September, and for a long time it was the only channel for supplies to the loth and I2th Armies and the right wing of Scholtz's Army Group. At that time I was satisfied if I could count on two trains a day to Lida for the I2th Army, but, as it turned out, it was anything but easy to obtain the trains which the army required. Conditions on the railways at home were very bad. On one occasion the I2th Army had urgently requested a train-load of fodder and received a train-load of seltzer-water ! That is a trifle during a great war; but the well-being of man and horse is dependent on a series of trifles, and so the latter assume a great and disproportionate importance.
The northern network of railways joined the Memel line at Prekuln. The Russian railways in Lithuania and Courland had a surprisingly small capacity, even in peace time. This would not have been the case if Russia had really needed the ports of Windau and Libau for her economic existence.
The Prekuln-Memel line, moreover, was behind the times. It was a long time before any sort of regular service of three or four trains could be established on the line from Ponieviesh to Dvinsk.
On the long stretches from Vilna to Smorgon and Vilna to Dvina conditions were not so difficult, but even here the improvised water-tanks froze in winter and there were all sorts of obstacles, surmountable and insurmountable.
The branch line Ponieviesh-Uzjany-Sventziany had hardly been damaged, but it was quite inadequate.
It was long a£fcer Christmas before traffic was made safe
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